MINUTES
Parish Council Meeting Minutes
26 May 2026 | 19:30 | Marianne Simpson
[bookmark: _Hlk135753295][bookmark: _Hlk135811604]26/076 Elect a Chair and receive their Declaration of Acceptance of Office
[bookmark: _Hlk135811714]Cllr Thomson nominated Cllr Kate Kay as Chair, Cllr Blackwell seconded. Cllr Kay was unanimously elected as Chair for the ensuing year. Cllr Kay signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office book.
26/077 Elect a Vice-Chair and receive their Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Cllr Blackwell proposed Cllr Thomson as Vice-Chair, Cllr Kay seconded. Cllr Thomson was unanimously elected as Vice-Chair for the ensuing year. Cllr Thomson signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
26/078 Attendance and Apologies	
In attendance Cllrs Kate Kay (Chair), Seb Howells, Alistair Thomson, Christina McDonagh, Chris Blackwell. Also Present: Clerk Marianne Simpson, County Cllr Robinson and District Cllr Dutton and no members of the public.
Apologies: Cllrs Miranda Waller, Hannah Hartop, James Bowers
[bookmark: _Hlk74513073]26/079 Declarations of interest or requests for dispensations	
None.
26/080 Approval of Minutes
The minutes, previously circulated, of the last meeting held on 28 April 2026 were confirmed as a true record and Council resolved to accept the minutes. 
26/081 Chair’s announcements	
Cllr Kay announced this Annual Parish Council Meeting will be suspended at 8:00pm to move to the Annual Parish Meeting which includes a report of parish council activity during the last year 2025-26. Cllr Kay thanked all the councillors for their hard work during the year. 
26/082 Consider changes to the order of business	
None.
Meeting adjourned for members of the public to address the Council
None.

26/083 Receive reports from District and County Councillors
County Cllr Steve Robinson reported that previously each parish council had Highways money, however this financial year that will not be the case. All the money will be spent on re-surfacing. Re-surfacing work and major patching work will be carried out in the 3rd quarter in Horsley. The 20mph initiative will include Nailsworth and Minchinhampton in the second rollout. The cabinet member could not confirm that Horsley will be included. The parish council to write to the cabinet member asking that Horsley is included, noting that the school is located adjacent to the road.
Cllr Kay asked about the flooding works in Downend. Cllr Blackwell suggested the parish council get a camera survey done. Contact GCC Highways for a date to complete the survey.
District Cllr Maggie Dutton and Kay had circulated the annual report. Cllr Kay was re-elected as SDC Chair. Cllr Dutton is on the environment committee. Lido repairs are to continue. Strategy and Resources Committee is next week for any additional expenditure for the lido to be agreed to ensure it can open on 22 July. 
There is an extraordinary meeting on 10th June re unitary authorities. Decision is likely in July. 
8:00pm moved to annual parish meeting. standing orders suspended
8:05pm continued.

26/084 Appointment to committees and outside bodies
Representation on outside bodies, committees and working groups for the coming year: 
· Planning			all councillors with Cllr McDonagh being lead Councillor 
· Finance			Cllr Thomson, Cllr McDonagh, Cllr Howells
· Footpaths			Cllr Blackwell, Cllr Howells
· School Liaison		Cllr Thomson
· Village Hall Rep		Cllr Bowers
· Highway Matters		Cllr Waller
· Horsley Charities		Cllr Thomson
· Playing Field		Cllr Blackwell, Cllr Bowers
· Website			Cllr Howells
· Horsley Shop		Cllr Hartop – to be confirmed
· Football Club		Cllr Blackwell
· VAS Data monitoring 	Cllr Waller
· Nupend orchard/HOP	Cllr Kay
· Burial ground		Cllr Kay 
· Climate and biodiversity	Cllr McDonagh
· Data protection officer 	Cllr Howells
Council made the decision to remove the position of a Councillor Representative for Ruskin Mill.


26/085 Clerk’s report and Correspondence
The Clerk’s report (for information only) and all correspondence had been circulated prior to the meeting and confirmed.  
26/086 Report on planning decisions and planning applications
To consider planning applications
· S.26/0714/FUL Replacement of existing timber & steel framed windows with heritage style aluminium windows - Horsley Church Of England Primary School The Street Horsley. Cllr Thomson proposed support, Cllr Blackwell seconded, all in favour.
Council resolved to support this application.
· S.26/0760/FUL Retrospective change of use of equestrian land to a dog exercise paddock (sui generis) - Barton End Stables Upper Barton End Lane Horsley. 
Cllr McDonagh noted it was a retrospective application; the field is already being used as a dog training area. There is no lighting, but there are some large industrial gates. Cllr McDonagh was concerned it may expand and cause extra traffic.  Cllr Kay proposed ‘No Comment’, Cllr McDonagh seconded.
To note planning decisions
· S.26/0510/HHOLD and S.26/0511/LBC Alterations to existing parking, extension of an existing low garden wall,erection of a new vehicular gate & fence - Tickmorend House Tickmorend. Withdrawn.
· S.26/0222/VAR 'Variation of condition 2 from S.25/1973/HHOLD - alterations to the extension size and fenestration. Permission.
Tipputs Inn Asset of Community Value nomination. No update. 
Planning enforcement updates
Cllr Kay reported the enforcement officer has visited the Ruskin Mill building which is being built without planning permission. The senior enforcement officer has visited. Ruskin Mill to submit a retrospective planning application.
Cllr Thomson proposed SDC enforcement review the wool barn for a change of use. It is a conference centre; it is not agricultural. The parish council could formally ask enforcement to consider it and re-visit the application to clarify what development they have permission for. An application for change of use may be required.

26/087 Authorise payments of the council and receive financial matters
87.1 Payments for authorisation:
	[bookmark: _Hlk101804642]date
	payee
	description
	Net
	VAT
	pay

	26/05/26
	SLCC
	Clerk annual membership
	£107.44
	-
	£107.44

	02/04/26
	Goldenstones Gardening Limited
	26.03.26 maintenance
	£350.00
	£70.00
	£420.00

	05/05/26
	Goldenstones Gardening Limited
	17.04.26 Orchard maintenance
	£100.00

	£20.00
	£120.00

	02/04/26
	Goldenstones Gardening Limited
	12.03.26 maintenance works at Orchard
	£1150.00
	£230.00
	£1380.00

	05/05/26
	Goldenstones Gardening Limited
	April grounds maintenance
	£525.00
	£105.00
	£630.00

	07/05/26
	Playsafety Limited
	RoSPA Annual inspection of play area
	£119.00
	£23.80
	£142.80

	24/05/26
	Reuben Case
	Pavilion Cleaning 3/05-25/05/26 16hrs @ £20/hr
	£320.00
	-
	£320.00

	01/06/26
	AJG Gallagher Insurance
	Annual insurance policy
	£2115.82
	-
	£2115.82


87.2 Council ratified payments made between meeting:
	date
	payee
	description
	Net
	VAT
	Pay

	01/05/26
	Lloyds
	Service Charge – Community acct
	£5.51
	-
	£5.51

	13/05/26
	Clerk/RFO
	Staff costs
	£827.51
	-
	£827.51

	14/05/26
	WaterPlus
	Pavilion water
	£11.95
	-
	£11.95

	14/05/26
	NEST 
	Clerk pension April
	£28.33
	-
	£28.33

	14/05/26
	PWLB
	Public Works Loan Board interest
	£1428.80
	-
	£1428.80

	01/06/26
	AJG Gallagher Insurance
	Annual insurance policy
	£2115.82
	-
	£2115.82


87.3 Payments received between meetings: 
	date
	from
	description
	total
	pay

	30/04/26
	Stroud District Council
	First 50% payment of the precept. (Total precept £53825)
	£26912.50
	BGC

	30/04/26
	Cottle Memorials
	Memorial fee
	£257.00
	FPI

	08/05/26
	Fred Stevens
	Burial fees HPC 2026-040
	£1013.00
	FPI

	11/05/26
	Lloyds
	Commercial inst access acct interest
	£5.54
	FPI


87.4 Council received the Year End accounts and bank reconciliation to 31 March 2026.
87.5 Council approved the list of direct debits.
87.6 Council reviewed the bank mandate and online banking approvers. All approvers to record “All invoices have been examined, verified and certified by xx”.
87.7 Council appointed 2 councillors to undertake internal controls, Cllrs Kay and Howells.
87.8 Council noted and approved the insurance policy renewal. Council considered the option to take out additional cybersecurity insurance. Cllr Thomson proposed the council take measures to ensure all data is backed up on Onedrive and fortnightly backups on a separate hard drive. 
26/088 Restate the General Power of Competence
The Clerk is CILCA qualified and over two-thirds of councillors are elected, Cllr Howells proposed council restate the General Power of Competence, Cllr Thomson seconded, all in favour.
26/089 Consider the Football Club agreement and review of licence
Council to meet with the football club to negotiate a reasonable rent and pay the arrears.
26/090 Update on highways and footpaths
Update on footpath project to improve accessibility by installing steps. Agree to apply for a grant for £2000. 
Update on 20mph speed signs and VAS signs. The 20mph speed signs to be installed on existing posts. The VAS is awaiting location approval from Glos Road Safety Officer.
26/091 Receive RoSPA Play Area Inspection Report
Cllr Blackwell had reviewed the inspection findings and will consider works required.
26/092 Review Horsley Orchard maintenance for 2026-27
Cllr Blackwell had met with David Walls and agreed the orchard maintenance. David Walls has donated £1500 towards the orchard. The parish council will do a monthly cut.
Cllr Blackwell left the meeting at 9:10pm
26/093 Update on the free community Gigaclear connection in Village Hall
The free Gigaclear connection is dependent on advertising the connection on social media and on the Hall bookings.
26/094 Consider a drop-in session on biodiversity and other issues in June
A nature day is arranged for mid-July.
26/095 Approve the following policies and regulations
Cllr Thomson proposed, Cllr MeDonagh seconded, to approve the following updated policies: 
· Council approved and adopted the new Biodiversity Policy and updated Action Plan (review every 3 years)
· Council approved and adopted the Standing Orders 2025 Update (England) 
· Council approved and adopted the Model Financial Regulations 2025 
· Practitioner’s Guide 2026-27 – council noted the new guidance on preparing Annual Governance and Accountability Returns (AGAR) for the financial year 2026-27
· Council approved and adopted the SDC updated Parish and Town Council Charter 25-26 and Code of Conduct.

26/096 Councillor items for future discussion
Cllr McDonagh asked about the digital switchover when analogue landlines will switch to digital in early 2027. The landline equipment is from the 1980s and they are decommissioning them. If parishioners are on Telecare they need to tell their provider. 
Diocese have given a grant of £15,000 for the 3in1 Church Hall demonstrator.
26/097 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 23rd June 2026 in the Village Hall. 
Meeting closed at 9:30 pm


Chair’s signature.…………………………….   Date ……………. 
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